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FAST FACTS - April 2010

· The $1.8m Australia Associations Project (formerly TAAP) is a three year cooperative initiative equally funded by the Federal Government through Tourism Australia and industry through the Association of Australian Convention Bureaux (AACB) Inc and major convention centres to market Australia more effectively to associations.

· The Project provides a united brand and an integrated strategy to arrest Australia’s declining market share of the competitive association events sector, increasing both the number and size of international association events held in Australia.

· The Project will encourage international associations to bring key events here, and support associations and business, community and academic leaders to develop Asia Pacific regional meetings in the sectors most relevant to Australia’s existing expertise and future growth. 

· The Project’s work will include:

· Marketing and communications campaigns to international associations and Australian associations with potential to develop Asia Pacific meetings;

· Targeted engagement with associations in sectors where Australia has competitive advantages, aligning with the Federal Government’s innovation agenda;

· Development and implementation of a plan to grow opportunities for international association events to be held in Australia;

· Targeted bid support for association event opportunities in Australia; and

· Support for delegate boosting activities aimed at increasing delegate attendance and accompanying person numbers for confirmed events.

· The project commenced in March 2010 and will be launched at IMEX in May with an invitation to the world’s associations to “discover what you don’t know about meeting in Australia”.

· The Project is overseen by the Committee of representatives from industry and Tourism Australia’s Business Events team, co-chaired by Robyn Hendry (Canberra Convention Bureau) and Joyce DiMascio (Business Events Australia).
For further information, contact Project Manager Julie Sheather on (0409) 514 643
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